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DAT Guidelines Overview 

(This is just an overview, please read 2018 DAT Guide for more details) 

 

▪ Before you can apply to take the DAT or apply for admission to a dental school, you must obtain a Dental Personal 
Identification Number (DENTPIN).  

▪ Once you have a DENTPIN, submit a DAT application from ADA.org/DAT.  
▪ After your application has been processed, you will be eligible to test for a six-month period and you will receive an 

email with scheduling instructions. You may then call 800.688.5804 or visit Prometric.com to schedule your 
appointment to take the DAT.  

▪ After your DAT appointment is completed, you will receive an unofficial score report at the Prometric test center. 
Official scores are reported electronically within three to four weeks of your test date to your “My Account” and to 
the dental schools you select on your DAT application.  

▪ Schools selected at the time of application are included in the DAT fee, regardless of the number of schools selected.  
▪ Applicants are required to submit a new application and fee for each retest. Applicants must wait at least 90 days 

from their last attempt, before retaking the DAT. Applicants who have had three or more DAT attempts must apply 
for permission to test again. From that point forward, they may retest only once per 12-month period.  

▪ When you arrive at the Prometric test center to take the test, two original, current (not expired) forms of 
identification (ID), one primary and one secondary, will be required.  
o The primary ID must be a government-issued ID with your photograph, name, and signature. Examples: a 

driver's license, a passport, or a passport card. All IDs, with the exception of passports, must be in English.  
o The secondary ID must contain your name and signature. Examples: a debit card, a library card, or a credit card.  

▪ The name on your IDs must match exactly the name you entered on your DAT application. If the names on your IDs 

and application do not match exactly, you will be denied admission to testing and you will forfeit your testing 

appointment and your application fee. You will be required to submit a new application and fee to test.  

 

 
 

http://www.ada.org/~/media/ADA/Education%20and%20Careers/Files/2018_DAT_Guide.pdf?la=en
http://www.ada.org/en/education-careers/dentpin
http://www.ada.org/en/education-careers/dental-admission-test?source=VanityURL
https://www.prometric.com/en-us/Pages/home.aspx


 

 

 



 



 

 

 

▪ A limited number of partial fee waivers are available per calendar year (January-December) to DAT candidates, in 
cases of severe financial hardship. The waiver covers 50% of the DAT fee, which includes the fee for the test and any 
official score reports requested at the time of application.  

▪ Fee waivers are granted on a first-come, first-served basis at the beginning of each calendar year to eligible 
candidates who have submitted the required documents. Fee waivers will be granted beginning on January 1, and 
are generally exhausted within two or three months. You can obtain the forms from ADA.org/DAT. Candidates must 
register for a DENTPIN prior to submitting a fee waiver request.  

▪ Eligibility Requirements for Partial Fee Waiver:  
o Demonstrated financial hardship  
o First time taking the DAT  
o U.S. citizen or resident alien  
o Received financial aid at his/her educational institution  

***Quantitative Comparison includes, 

but is not limited to, conversions; 

probability and statistics; geometry; 

and trigonometry*** 

http://www.ada.org/en/education-careers/dental-admission-test?source=VanityURL

